HEALTH CARE SET TO DOMINATE 
DOMESTIC ELECTION ISSUES

The following release was written in August 2004
Australians need independent “report cards” to know which parties have policies that will really provide Australians with the improved healthcare system they so urgently need and can afford.  

With the election date now just six weeks away the Australian Health Care Reform Alliance (“the Alliance”) will provide the commentary (“report card”) Australian’s need to judge the merit of the health care reform policies voiced by our political parties during the election season.  The “Alliance” represents the largest group of health professional and consumer organisations speaking with one voice on what must be done to reform our increasingly less fair and dysfunctional health care system.  Poll after poll shows that Australians regard this issue as the major domestic agenda they wish to have addressed by their politicians.  The “Alliance” will emphasise those policies agreed to by more than 260 health care leaders at last years health summit.  At that conference there was a remarkable degree of consensus on priorities and strategies needed to reform our health care system (www.healthcare.org.au).
In the coming weeks the Alliance will issue “report cards” and make comments to the Australian public using print and electronic media.  Attached to this release are some of the policy initiatives we will be looking for.

For further information contact the following spokespersons:
Prof John Dwyer   - Australian Health Care Reform Alliance       - 02 9382 2775
Prof Graeme Stewart  - National Public Hospitals Clinicians Task Force - 02 9845 6791
Ms Jill Iliffe     - Australian Nursing Federation                     - 02 6232 6533
Ms Prue Power   - Australian HealthCare Association        - 02 6162 0780
Mr Francis Sullivan     - Catholic Health Australia                               - 02 6260 5980
Mr Tony McBride   - Health Issues Centre     - 02 9479 5827
 

POLICY INITIATIVES

What will the Alliance be looking for on behalf of the Australian Public?  Policies that address the increasing unfairness, dysfunction and cost inefficiency of our Health care system.  We will provide Australians with informed opinions on the best policies to:

1. Provide Australians with a health care system funded by tax dollars that allows Australians access to a quality service in a timely manner based on their need, not personal wealth.

2. End the cost shifting and “blame game” that so often sees State and Federal   Governments engaged in dispute rather than collaboration on ways to improve our health care system.

3. Solve our work force crisis.  Short and medium term strategies are required to educate, employ and retain sufficient numbers of health professionals and reduce our dependence on overseas trained doctors and nurses.

4. Increase investment and emphasis on the promotion of health and the prevention of disease and engage effectively consumers in the setting of priorities for our health care system.  

5. Effectively reduce the disgraceful burden of illness and premature death visited upon our indigenous population.

6. Reverse the trend that sees less well off Australians have worse health outcomes than wealthier Australians; the current Medicare reimbursement arrangements result in some Australians being denied the quality time they urgently need with their GPs. 

7. Address the former issue by allowing GPs, should they wish to do so, to be paid on contract for their time rather than the traditional “fee for service” model.  This is particularly important for the management of chronic and complex diseases in the community.

8. Promote the creation of integrated primary care teams with Medicare payments or contractual opportunities being extended to health professionals other than doctors.  Such strategies are essential if we are to prevent avoidable illness and care for sicker patients in the community rather than hospitals. 

9. Promote a genuine partnership between private and public hospitals with the former becoming far more involved in the provision of aged care programs of excellence and other common problems placing huge demands on the public hospital system.

10. Immediately begin to find more residential/hospital accommodation for mentally ill patients, many of whom sleep on our streets while at the same time expanding access to well resourced community mental health teams.  

11. Reduce significantly the number of third party payers (private health insurance organisations) and develop strategies that would see increased Government support for the private sector resulting in benefit to patients currently dependant on our public health system. 

12. Take immediate steps to redress the terrible health experienced by people with intellectual disabilities and similarly address the barriers to good health facing people with other disabilities.  

13. Recognise the invaluable role played by carers of the disabled (usually family members) who desperately need further assistance in terms of dollars and respite care. 

14. Ensure that oral health treatment and prevention are recognised as crucial elements of primary health care and the current shocking waiting lists are eliminated.  

15. Establish an Australian Health Care Reform Commission not to create policy but to advise Government on how to implement policies such as those outlined above. 

