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MEDIA RELEASE 


Embargoed for 6am MONDAY 23 JUNE 2008
AHCRA urges Commissioners to ‘seize the day’ 

The time is right for a new health system for Australia, the Australian Health Care Reform Alliance (AHCRA) has argued strongly in its submission to the National Health and Hospitals Commission.

Outlining a series of proposals to be considered in the development of a long term health reform plan, AHCRA has urged the Commission to seriously consider alternative funding arrangements to ensure consumers can seamlessly access a range of health professionals from the community to hospitals as a central priority for health care reform.  
“The current method of funding health care through a number of separate programs is one of the main problems with our fragmented and poorly coordinated health system,” AHCRA Chair Fiona Armstrong said. “It leads to inequity and wasted funds.” 
“Plans for reform must address the confusion and inefficiency that arises from the current divide in the responsibilities between different levels of government in relation to health care, as well as review and consider alternatives to the different mechanisms currently used for funds allocation.” 

A range of options exist, according to AHCRA, some of which are outlined in the submission. 
“Any reform proposals must however be underpinned by a commitment to universality; that is, a tax funded system that provides access to care for everyone and acknowledges access health care as a right, which should be available on the basis of need, not the ability to pay,” Ms Armstrong said.

AHCRA, the community and all health care stakeholders were acutely aware of the imperatives for reform, Ms Armstrong said.  ”Our health system needs to do a lot more to keep people healthy, as well as providing high quality care when they are sick or at risk.
“We have a unique opportunity to bring about change and create a health system that is effective, equitable, and could be the envy of the world if we were to get it right.
“It is not beyond the wit of Australians to design a world class health system. Much evidence exists to support change. All it requires is a commitment to change and political will. It can be done. It must be done. Australians will be better for it.”

Contact: Fiona Armstrong AHCRA Chair 0438 900 005
AHCRA

Allied Health Professions Australia, Audiology Australia, Australian College of Midwives, Australian Council of Social Service, Australian Health Promotion Association, Australian Healthcare and Hospitals Association, Australian Nursing Federation, Australian Rural Health Education Network, Australian Salaried Medical Officers Federation, Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation, Australian Women’s Health Network, Catholic Health Australia, Centre for Clinical Governance Research in Health, Centre for Health Services Research, Chiropractors' Association of Australia, CHOICE, Chronic Illness Alliance,  Continence Foundation of Australia, Council of Remote Area Nurses of Australia Inc, Country Women's Association of Australia, Doctors Reform Society, Frontier Services of the Uniting Church, Health Care Consumers' Association (ACT), Health Consumers' Council (WA), Health Consumers Network, Health Consumers of Rural and Remote Australia, Health Issues Centre, Health Reform South Australia, Maternity Coalition, National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation, National Council For Intellectual Disability, National Public Hospitals Clinicians' Taskforce, National Rural Health Alliance, NSW Nurses Association, OT Australia, Public Health Association of Australia, Public Hospitals, Health and Medicare Alliance, Redcliffe-Bribie-Caboolture Division of General Practice, Royal Australian College of General Practitioners, Royal Australian College of Physicians, Rural Doctors Association of Australia, Services for Australian Rural and Remote Allied Health, Tasmanian Medicare Action Group, Victorian Medicare Action Group.
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