FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FROM THE AUSTRALIAN HEALTHCARE REFORM ALLIANCE

DISSAPOINTING RESPONSE FROM COAG TO THE URGENT NEED FOR SIGNIFICANT REFORMS TO OUR HEALTH SYSTEM

“While a number of the initiatives for improving our health care system, endorsed by the Prime Minister and Premiers today, are welcome yet again our Governments have avoided tackling the most important initiatives required to improve our health system comments Professor John Dwyer, Chair of the Australian Healthcare Reform Alliance (AHCRA) a coalition of 54 major consumer and professional organizations promoting health reform.

 “We are, of course, pleased that significant additional funding will be made available to improve our currently inadequate and dysfunctional system for delivering mental health services to Australians. That the Federal and State governments are to improve services as” partners” is laudable but COAG, despite promises to do so, has completely failed to address mechanisms that would address the long standing barriers to integrating our health programs. 

 A number of highly sensible recommendations made by the Productivity Commission aimed at addressing our health work force inadequacy by utilising a new model of care featuring an emphasis on the development of health teams where the skills of different professionals are better utilised have not been acted on. This despite our workforce crisis. 

There is a commitment to make more places available in Universities for medical students but an additional 25 %  (about 300) is far too few, as we need at least 950 more. Just as urgent and not addressed in detail today is our need of more places for nurses and allied health professionals though the Prime minister has promised to review the numbers needed over the next three months. 

Again we had expected a far greater recognition of the need to swing our health system around to emphasise prevention and earlier diagnosis of disease and an acceptance of the need to extend the availability of Medicare dollars to health professionals within a primary care team other than doctors to free up doctors to do what only they can do. We had also strongly urged that Australia like so many other countries engage it’s citizens in an in depth consultation on the future of their health system, a recommendation that has been ignored.

“ The system is being blown by increasingly strong winds of change, yet governments are trying to steer through it with multiple disconnected rudders”, said Tony McBride CEO of the Health Issues Centre. “Governments need to consult the Australian public at such times- the users of the system- to see what overall direction they want top go in. Knowing that governments could perhaps steer together”

AHCRA’s additional concerns 

State/Federal relationships.

· No serious effort to solve the major problems caused by the State / Federal division of healthcare responsibilities which prevents a proper focus on integrating patients needs and makes our system so cost ineffective.

· No recognition of the inequity that besets the health care system

· No joint plan to immediately address the major quality and safety issues in the nations hospitals.

· No commitment to the rapid introduction of modern information technology to Australian health care.

The Reform Journey:

·  Despite urgings there no plans to create a COAG implementation task force to work with consumers and clinicians to introduce the agreed to reforms while continuing to press for the continuous improvements so urgently needed.

In summary while today’s health initiatives are welcome they continue to fall well short of what Australia needs if it is to have a fairer, safer and more cost effective health care system that addresses contemporary needs. This is particularly disappointing in the area of promoting wellness and reducing our need for so many acute hospital beds.
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